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Novelty Hill ∙ Januik Winery’s Unique Design

Takes Destination Winery Concept to New Heights

Design Evokes Rich Connections to Nature and Place

SEATTLE — Great wine is a celebration of the complex relationship between man and nature— where a miracle of nature and physical location contribute to the making of still another miracle in the hand of a master vintner. It is those connections to earth and to the creative genius that the architecture of the new Novelty Hill ∙ Januik winery in Woodinville, Wash. speaks.

Designed by Mithun, a leading sustainable architecture and planning practice, in collaboration with landscape architect Katherine Anderson, the Novelty Hill ∙ Januik winery draws upon winemaking’s rich agricultural heritage and mixes technology with tradition to create an inviting place intended to elevate the human spirit. Mithun’s design approach is centered on biophilia, which literally means “love of life or living systems” and refers to the connections that human beings subconsciously seek with the rest of life. The winery’s design blurs the lines between indoors and outdoors and includes a number of serendipitous elements that appeal to people’s different senses, inspiring visitors to explore the winery inside and out. It recently received the Seattle Design Center Northwest Design Award for Best Contemporary Design.
Mithun’s biophilic design approach can be seen throughout the winery.  Walking in the front door there is an immediate connection to the outside environment as you look down the spacious hallway to the backdoor of large windows which allow a view to big, leafy trees.  The winery’s tasting room blends the indoors with the outdoors by extending the pattern of the ceiling’s beams through a wall of glass windows to create the canopy over the outside patio.

As part of the biophilic philosophy, Mithun designed the winery to surprise, incorporating unexpected elements such as an outdoor open fire pit made out of crushed glass crystals illuminated by a flame.  Cast concrete was chosen for both the exterior and interior walls because of its ability to capture shadows and reflect what’s happening all around. Spaces purposely were created in varied sizes.  From large open areas to smaller and more intimate nooks, the winery offers multiple opportunities for people to interact with each other and enjoy the wine.

Tom Alberg, the owner of Novelty Hill, wanted the space to be contemporary, striking, and relate to the Northwest. Mithun’s distinctive design of the Novelty Hill ∙ Januik winery provides a new type of winery destination that contributes to the diversity of the Woodinville community and to the rich fabric that is Washington State.  
Mithun and the owners of the Novelty Hill ∙ Januik winery worked together to create an experience that connects people to the place, showing the linkage “from earth to bottle.”  The building’s slope, visible from the exterior, mimics the slope at Stillwater Creek, Novelty Hill’s estate vineyard in Eastern Washington’s Columbia Valley. The terrace patio is paved to represent agricultural rows of grapes, and a slow-moving water feature has basalt rocks from the vineyard’s site.  

The quality of wine and the quality of working conditions in which it is produced are inextricably linked.  In keeping with its commitment to sustainability, Mithun employed a number of measures such as use of low VOC materials and natural ventilation to ensure excellent air quality for both employees and the wine.  Skylights and windows maximize natural light in the public spaces as well as in the offices and production area. Low-flow plumbing fixtures were installed and other energy-efficiency measures were incorporated. Invasive plant species were removed from the surrounding wetlands and new native plants were used to landscape the riparian area in the back of the winery. 

About Mithun 

Mithun is a leading sustainable design practice that creates lasting places for people. The firm’s innovative and collaborative spirit encompasses architecture, urban planning, landscape architecture, ecology, and interior design—a multidisciplinary approach for the future that integrates nature, technology and design. Mithun’s commitment to sustainability extends to mixed-use, corporate, commercial, residential, civic, science and technology, higher education, environmental learning, retail, senior living, and healthcare projects. For more information, visit www.mithun.com.
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